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Event Gallery is a gallery component for Joomla!ª. It allows you to upload and manage your image
collection and display it with several layouts. It fully supports responsive web design and delivers
adaptive images. Beyond this basic functionality, it offers the ability to sell your images directly on
your website.

There are two versions available:

¥ Event Gallery Core

A great way to get started! Includes the main component with essential features for personal
use and smaller galleries. Perfect for trying out Event Gallery before upgrading.

¥ Event Gallery Extended

The professional-grade  solution for photographers and businesses. Enjoy unlimited cloud
storage integrations, premium plugins like Smart Search, Content Plugin, and payment options
(PayPal, Stripe) Ñ everything you need to turn your gallery into revenue or a very nice gallery
site. Your subscription directly supports the ongoing development of Event Gallery. You can
compare both versions by following this link: https://www.svenbluege.de/joomla-event-gallery#
compare  or with the table below.

Table 1. Event Gallery Core vs. Event Gallery Extended

Event Gallery Core Event Gallery Extended !
Recommended

Sales & Monetization

Payment Plugin (PayPal, Stripe)

Cart Module

Frontend Upload for Local
Images

Cloud Storage Integrations
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Event Gallery Core Event Gallery Extended !
Recommended

Google Photos Picker API 30 images max Unlimited

Google Photos - Shared Page 30 images max Unlimited

Flickr Pro 30 images max Unlimited

Amazon S3

Modules & Plugins

Content Plugin - Embed albums
in articles

Event Modules - Display events
in modules

Categories Module

Search Plugin - Joomla! Smart
Search integration

Core Features

Main Component

Local Images

Video Support (experimental)

Updates & Support

Access to Latest Versions
(including previews)

Priority Support

Try Core Free Get Extended !

!
Google Photos API support ends March 31, 2025. We recommend using the Google
Photos Picker API  or Google Photos Shared Page  integration instead. Extended
users receive migration assistance.

Download your copy from https://www.svenbluege.de/joomla-event-gallery/eventgallery-download

Get started with a video
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https://youtu.be/thBzzk-LTl4
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Chapter 1. Introduction

1.1. Introduction
This manual covers the features of Event Gallery 5.7.8.

ItÕs time to introduce a new gallery component for Joomla. I guess youÕre already waiting for
something like this since there is a real lack of such kinds of components ;-)

Initially, I built this component to show photos of different events to the audience. While other
components use folders, this component calls them events. ThatÕs why this component is called
Event Gallery. But donÕt be misled by the name. ItÕs a full-fledged gallery component. So install it
and give it a try.

1.1.1. Features

LetÕs list some features Event Gallery provides:

¥ Works with Joomla 4, 5 and PHP 8

¥ Display images from local folders, Amazon S3 folders , Flickr  and Google Photos

¥ Shows videos in the lightbox (experimental feature, please read the details in section Videos in
the Gallery )

¥ Cart & Checkout  to allow collecting orders.

¥ Modules and plugins as part of Event Gallery Extended.

¥ Four different layouts for a list of events

! Tile List

A Pinterest-like tile layout where the name and description of an event are easily visible and
can use much more space than using the Grid layout.

! Grid List

Shows your events with a preview image in a grid layout.

! Image List

Shows your events with a masonry layout.

! Simple List

This kind of layout shows your events as a simple list of text links.

¥ Five different layouts for a list of images:

! Image List

This list type presents all images of an event as a simple long list. You can zoom into images
using a light box.
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! Pageable Image List

While nearly identical to the Image List view this view provides a dedicated page for every
image. This page allows you to step from image to image.

! Ajax Image List

If there is limited space the Ajax Image List is for you. It provides a split interface where you
have a full image on one side and a pageable list of thumbs on the other side.

! Tile List

Displays your images in a Pinterest like layout. This view allows you to display the image
title and description below each image.

! Grid List

The grid list is showing your images in a very simple way. ItÕs a kind of table, but it supports
responsive layouts.

¥ Light box with integrated paging and support for swipe gestures  on touch enabled devices

¥ Deep links - you can link from a menu directly to a specific event

¥ Tags - you can assign tags to events and use them to filter your events in the front end.

¥ Categories - build your hierarchy using native Joomla categories

¥ Responsive & Adaptive - resizes automatically to the available space and uses the optimal image
size to reduce bandwidth usage.

¥ Browser Support: IE10, IE11, Chrome & Firefox latest versions

1.1.2. Layouts

List of Events
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Figure 1. Layout options for lists of events

Event

12



Figure 2. Layout options for events

1.1.3. Things you should know

There are several essential things you should understand before you use Event Gallery.

Google Photos, Flickr, Thumbs & Cache

Google Photos & Flickr
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If you create an event where the images are located on the Google Photos/Flickr server this event is
called a remote event. If information about this event have to be displayed Event Gallery will make
a request to the Google Photos/Flickr Servers to get a list of available images. The result of this
request is cached for 24 hours to achieve a good performance. But this also means that changes you
do at the Google Photos/Flickr side are not reflected on your Joomla site until the next request. You
can clear the server cache to make Event Gallery reloads the Google Photos/Flickr album.

Local

If you upload your images to your server directly you use a local event. For every file you upload a
new entry in the database is created. If you use the internal upload tool everything is fine. If you
upload images another way you need to synchronize the database using the "Sync Database" button
Event Gallery provides. That is also the case if you do any other modification directly in the file
system.

Once this information is available in the database you can display the images in the front end. Since
you just need to upload the large images, Event Gallery will take care of creating all the different
thumbnails. For performance reasons those thumbnails are cached. If you change an image, add
watermarks or things like this, you need to invalidate the cache. This will delete all the cached
thumbnails and the server will recreate them if necessary. DonÕt forget to clear the browser cache
as well to see changes. Even if the images are cached very well, each request is a PHP request. Make
sure your server can handle this. But donÕt worry too much. For most of them this is no issue.

Event Gallery supports two different versions of delivering local images. The old and default way is
to generate thumbnails on demand. The image.php  script is called for every thumbnail. If there is
already a thumbnail in the cache, itÕll be used. If there is no thumbnail, it gets created and stored in
the cache. That is basically described above. The new way is to precalculate thumbnails and deliver
them as static files. You are responsible to make sure, the thumbnails exist. Event Gallery will
support you, but you still need to keep an eye on it. If you delete the Joomla! Cache, make sure you
donÕt delete the thumbnails, too. In the components options you can switch between using on-
demand and precalculated thumbnails.

Generated thumbnails are located in /images/eventgallery_generated .

Caching

To improve performance the Joomla cache is supported. The events and the event view are cache-
able. Please keep in mind that you need to use progressive caching if you want to use user groups to
restrict access to your events. Password protected events can be cached conventionally. Please do
not use the Joomla! Cache plugin if you want to use the checkout. This plugin caches pages based on
their URL only which is not a good idea if the view is based on session data like a cart.

Modules are cacheable too. They are cached globally for the site.

Event Gallery & JavaScript

Event Gallery makes use of JavaScript to calculate the right thumbnail sizes to load optimized
images only. This means that JavaScript has to work on your site without any issues. The most
common issues are caused by templates, plugins or modules which do not care enough about the
way Joomla works. If something does not work, please check the FAQ. Mostly, JavaScript-error on
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the page cause trouble.

Amazon S3 Storage

If Google Photos and Flickr are too unreliable, but you donÕt have much space/traffic on your web
server, you can move your images to Amazon S3. Amazon S3 is a simple storage provider. You can
upload your original files and let Event Gallery create the necessary thumbnails. Just keep in mind
that you pay for both the amount of space and the bandwidth you use. The amount of space you
need for the generated thumbnails is relatively high. Currently, Event Gallery uses 13 different sizes
from 48px to 1440px. While those thumbnails get generated dynamically if images are stored
locally, they need to exist if youÕre using Amazon S3. Please read more in the Amazon S3 section of
the manual .

1.1.4. Videos in the Gallery

Since Event Gallery 5.2.0 an experimental video support is built in. The current support is for
showing a video in the lightbox and selling the original files. No support for resizing, watermarking
or anything else is built in.

For videos from Google Photos and Flickr, the integration is straightforward. You need to upload
those videos on those platforms, and theyÕll now appear in your list of photos like any other image.

For videos which you host yourself, locally or using Amazon S3, you need to fulfill a precondition.
To transform a video into a thumbnail, the lib ffmpeg  needs to be available on your server. Hosting
providers like uberspace.de  offer this library out of the box. I can highly recommend them! If this
requirement is fulfilled, a thumbnail is generated from the 4th second of the video and is used
everywhere a thumbnail is required.

Video support is new and I leave it to the bare minimum for now. If you have additional
requirements, please get in touch with me ( https://www.svenbluege.de/contact )

1.1.5. Requirements

¥ Images! Large Images. At least as wide as the space where you want to show them. Bigger is
better :) But watch the memory limit of your server. DonÕt over do it. By default, the biggest
generated thumbnail is 1600px wide.

¥ Your images need to have an extension like JPG or jpg. png and gif will do too.

¥ The Latest Joomla Version

¥ PHP 8.1 or later

¥ Server upload limit > 4.5MB for the install package

¥ MySQL / MariaDB

¥ GD library for PHP

¥ fileinfo for PHP

¥ Set the PHP memory limit high enough (min. 128MB is recommended, but this depends on the
size of your images)

15

https://www.ffmpeg.org/
https://uberspace.de
https://www.svenbluege.de/contact


¥ Your template should not produce any JavaScript errors before you install the component

¥ If you use Flickr, your images need to be uploaded after 2012 to provide the necessary
thumbnail sizes.

1.1.6. Install and Update

Install

"
Do never install an older version than the current one youÕre using! This will cause
multiple issues and might prevent that you can install the latest version again or
even render your site useless. I recommend using a tool like Akeeba Backup for
Joomla to create a backup of your site before updating anything including this
package.

The installation of the component is quite easy:

1. Make sure your server meets the requirements.

2. Download the package zip file

3. Open your Joomla Back End and log in

4. Open the Extension Manager and install the package by selecting the downloaded zip file in the
file dialog

Update

If you want to update from Event Gallery to Event Gallery Extended you can follow the same
process as with a normal update.

1. Make sure your server meets the requirements.

2. Download the package zip file (do not extract it!)

3. Open your Joomla Back End and log in

4. Open the Extension Manager and install the package by selecting the downloaded zip file in the
file dialog

Yes, those are the same steps as for the installation process. It is not necessary to uninstall the
package for an update.

" If you uninstall the component/package youÕll lose your configuration and data.

! Make sure you uninstall the whole PACKAGE. If you uninstall the component only
you canÕt reinstall. Just uninstall the package, and itÕll work again.

Possible Issues

Since the installation package is pretty large you might encounter problems during the upload. In
this case, you can use one of the two other options the Joomla Extension Manager provides:
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¥ Upload the package to your server using FTP and install from directory.

¥ Install using a link. Instead of downloading the package you can copy the link. Use this link to
install Event Gallery.

If you see some warnings during the update process donÕt worry. Just install the package again, and
itÕll work.
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Chapter 2. Tutorial Videos

YouTube Channel
You can check out the YouTube channel using this link: YouTube

Get Started
https://youtu.be/thBzzk-LTl4

Setup Flickr
https://youtu.be/11HCvdWH6o8

Adding Flickr to your Joomla page is just a few clicks away. This video will get you started.

Setup Google Photos using a shared link
There are two ways in Event Gallery to connect Google Photos. An easy way is described in this
video.

https://youtu.be/Iw0K__AHsnQ

Setup Google Photos - English
https://youtu.be/A5yj2sDvENU
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Setup Google Photos - German
https://youtu.be/iFtdT1xLdMI

Install
https://youtu.be/u4HIO5RQCrw

Create Events
https://youtu.be/fE-MObwXoIc

Use the Content Plugin
https://youtu.be/IEegcdbyfhg

Create Menu Items
https://youtu.be/O6hTsSrpqJA
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Front End Cart and Checkout
https://youtu.be/1pPYJB5Awco

Back End Tour
https://youtu.be/xz-16LY3zjE

Enable Cart Module
https://youtu.be/tAEldAjZ21U

IPTC Data
https://youtu.be/OV77MD7OeBU

Amazon S3 Setup
https://youtu.be/SXNN8unEYIM
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Google Photos
https://youtu.be/Gz57tKlT-xg

Google Photos and protected albums
https://youtu.be/wpuGRZxhPtY

Sell images - Create Image Types and Image Type Sets
https://youtu.be/0gVbM8dFn1I
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Chapter 3. Usage

3.1. Overview

Figure 3. Configuration options

This page lists the components configuration options. The top tool bar provides the following
options:

3.1.1. Options

Access the components options. See below for the available configuration option.

3.1.2. Sync Database

You can do the upload using FTP or the built-in image uploader. Since this component uses the
databases to store information about files it needs to be updated once you change something
directly at file system level. You can add/remove files and folders. By hitting the sync button added
folders and files get added to the database while removed files/folder get removed. Finally, the
database is in sync with the file system. If you try to upload using FTP put your images into a new
folder below [path]_ /images/eventgallery/_.
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Make sure your folder names do not include special characters like umlauts, dots or anything like
this. Otherwise, you will encounter sync issues.

The sync process will handle your Amazon S3 folders as well. Since the file sync is expensive the
process is now split into two parts. The ["Sync Folders"]  button will start the search for files which
needs to be synced. While this is always true for local files, Amazon S3 files will only appear if their
hash has changed or the local database does not know the hash yet. Hit the ["Sync Files"]  button to
start the file sync. This is necessary to update meta information about images in the database. This
involves some EXIF data and most important the plain width and height of the image. If youÕre
syncing S3 images please keep in mind that this process will temporarily download every file to
read the necessary data from.

Figure 4. Sync Database

If you want to automate the sync process you can use the command line script [path]_
cli/eventgallery-sync.php _ to do the sync job. You can use this script as part of a CRON job. This is
useful if you just want to add images daily, or you have an ongoing event. Make sure the uploads
and the sync job do not collide.

3.1.3. Thumbnail Creator

In the top toolbar youÕll find a new button Thumbnail Creator . Use this button to create your
thumbnails if you store your images in an Amazon S3 bucket or use local images and there are
some missing.

To create thumbnails you need to select the folder you want to scan and click the ["Find missing
thumbnails"]  button. It will try to find missing thumbnails based on two criteria: do the thumbnails
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exist at all and is the thumbnail already known in the database. If the checkbox ["Refresh
thumbnail hashes"]  is checked and the thumbnail exists in the S3 bucket, its hash gets written into
the database. This is very useful if you run two servers with one set of S3 buckets and avoids
calculating the thumbnails twice. If missing thumbnails are found theyÕll be shown, and you can
click the ["Create Thumbnails"]  button to generate them. This will take a long time! The upload to
S3 is kind of slow. You can open the JavaScript console of your browser to see detailed information.
In case of errors, please let the current process finish and click the ["Find missing thumbnails"]
button and repeat the process. Since an image might take about 25-35s, please make sure your
servers max execution time is set to a higher value than 30s!

!
On my server it took about 5-6 hours to create thumbnails for 2000 images in an S3
bucket. The sync process runs in the browser with four parallel workers. The CLI
script uses just one.

Figure 5. Thumbnail Creator

3.1.4. Clear Cache

The component caches all calculated images, the result of requests to Flickr and Google Photos and
some more stuff. If you feel you have to clear this cache just hit this button. Keep in mind that
refreshing the cache might be expensive. Please note that just because you remove all the cached
images your browser might still load images from the local browser cache. DonÕt forget to clear that
too. If you remove cached responses for Google Photos and Flickr requests the next request on your
site will load the latest data from those remote services. Use this if you change something directly in
a Google Photos/Flickr album.

!
You can manually clear the Event Gallery cache by deleting all eventgallery-*
folders in the Joomla! Cache folder /cache and the folder which contains generated
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thumbnails /images/eventgallery_generated .

Figure 6. Clear Cache options

3.2. Caching
Event Gallery allows benefiting from caching even if you donÕt enable the Joomla! Cache. This is
very useful for the Event Gallery modules and will speed up your sites load times. But it helps to
deliver full pages faster too. As of now, this only works if you use the caching handler FILE. This is a
setting you can make in the Joomla! Configuration options where you can do all the cache settings.
It does not work with other cache handlers because of some bugs in there. Once youÕre using the
cache donÕt be surprised if changes in the back end are not reflected in the front end. You see
cached elements! Make sure you clear the cache using the components settings. You can clear the
com_eventgallery cache folder but leave alone the image, Flickr and Google Photos folder. They
contain your cached image metadata and are not involved in this kind of cache.

The cache lifetime if defined by the Joomla! Global configuration option for the cache lifetime.

Event Gallery modules feature the caching configuration option. Set it to Yes to enable module
caching and set the cache lifetime as long as you like. 86400 is a good value since it caches a module
for 24h.

3.3. Link to the component; create menu items
Creating links to the component is simple. Open the menu manager, create a new menu item and
select the right view. The name of the component you want to link to is Event Gallery  so choose the
right section and the available targets will appear.
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Figure 7. Create a new menu item

There are several views available:

Cart

Shows a page which contains the cart of the current user

Checkout

Displays the checkout page where the user can request his cart.

Categories

Displays list of events and the subcategories of the selected category. If you choose ROOT all events
are shown.

Event

¥ Event Layout  defines how to display the images of an event.

¥ Event Headline  For SEO reasons a default H1 tag for the headline does not always make sense.
This option allows you to change the tag to another headline type.

¥ Use paging  Defines if a paging bar is displayed for a list of images.

¥ Show EXIF  If EXIF information for an image are available this toggle switches them on or off.

¥ Show event text  Defines to show the text for an event on the event list.

¥ Show date  You can toggle the appearance of the date for the events show within this menu item

¥ Show Filename  Defines if we show the filename of the current image to make potential
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customers aware of. The filename of the current image will appear together with the image title
and caption. This even works for the light box.

¥ Show image count  Defines to display the overall number of images for an event on the events
list

Events

¥ Layout  defines which layout to use for an event. You can configure the appearance of the event
page with the options described above.

¥ Intro Text  defines a text for the events page. Usually displayed on top of the page.

¥ Sort By  defines the direction and the attribute which is used the sort the events.

¥ Max events per page  How many events should we show per page until the paging bar will
appear.

¥ Show hits  Enables the display of the number of hits an event received. Please note that hits can
only be counted if caching is disabled. If you have an event which uses paging each page is
counted as a hit.

¥ Use Password Dummy Image  Show a dummy image instead of the main image in a list of
events if the folder is password protected. Once the user entered the right password this image
will be replaced with the events main image.

¥ Use UserGroup Dummy Image  Show a dummy image instead of the main image in a list of
events if the folder for a specific user group only. The real image will appear once the user is
logged in with the right group.

¥ Show Events per Category  Show the number of assigned events for a category.

Event - Ajax List

Shows a specific event with the Ajax List view

Basic Options

¥ Event : the event you want to display

Advanced Options

¥ Show EXIF  If EXIF information for an image are available this toggle switches them on or off.

¥ Show date  You can toggle the appearance of the date for the events show within this menu item

¥ Height of the thumbnails  Defines the height of the thumbnails in the navigation bar.

¥ Number of thumbs per page  Defines how many thumbs you want to see on a page

¥ Number of thumbs on first page  Defines how many thumbs you want to see on the first page.
Since there might be some additional text this number can be smaller than on other pages.

¥ Show Information Inline  Defines where to show the event name and description. Inline on the
first thumbnail page or on top of the page.

¥ Use paging  Defines if a paging bar is displayed for a list of images.
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Event - Pageable List

Shows a specific event with the Pageable List view

Basic Options

¥ Event : the event you want to display

Advanced Options

¥ Show EXIF  If EXIF information for an image are available this toggle switches them on or off.

¥ Show date  You can toggle the appearance of the date for the events show within this menu item

¥ show hits  Enables the display of the number of hits an event received. Please note that hits can
only be counted if caching is disabled. If you have an event which uses paging each page is
counted as a hit.

¥ Height of the thumbnails  defines the initial height of each row in the grid in pixel.

¥ Height jitter  defines the maximum amount of pixel the row height can vary.

¥ Height of the first thumbnails  defines the height in rows of the first photo in the list.

¥ Show image caption overlay  Defines if the image title and caption is displayed on an image.
This setting affects only the pageable list and the image list.

¥ Use paging  Defines if a paging bar is displayed for a list of images.

¥ Show Filename  Defines if we show the filename of the current image to make potential
customers aware of. The filename of the current image will appear together with the image title
and caption. This even works for the light box.

¥ Show Image Title  Toggles the display of the image title.

¥ Show Image Caption  Toggles the display of the image description.

Event - Image List

Shows a specific event with the Image List view

Basic Options

¥ Event : the event you want to display

Advanced Options

¥ Show EXIF  If EXIF information for an image are available this toggle switches them on or off.

¥ Show date  You can toggle the appearance of the date for the events show within this menu item

¥ Height of the thumbnails  defines the initial height of each row in the grid in pixel.

¥ Height jitter  defines the maximum amount of pixel the row height can vary.

¥ Height of the first thumbnails  defines the height in rows of the first photo in the list.

¥ Show image caption overlay  Defines if the image title and caption is displayed on an image.
This setting affects only the pageable list and the image list.

¥ Use paging  Defines if a paging bar is displayed for a list of images.

¥ Show Filename  Defines if we show the filename of the current image to make potential
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customers aware of. The filename of the current image will appear together with the image title
and caption. This even works for the light box.

¥ Show Image Title  Toggles the display of the image title.

¥ Show Image Caption  Toggles the display of the image description.

Event - Grid List

Shows the images of an event in a grid. Images are not cropped and centered in a tile.

Basic Options

¥ Event : the event you want to display

Advanced Options

¥ Show EXIF  If EXIF information for an image are available this toggle switches them on or off.

¥ Show date  You can toggle the appearance of the date for the events show within this menu item

¥ Use paging  Defines if a paging bar is displayed for a list of images.

¥ Show Filename  Defines if we show the filename of the current image to make potential
customers aware of. The filename of the current image will appear together with the image title
and caption. This even works for the light box.

¥ Show Image Title  Toggles the display of the image title.

¥ Show Image Caption  Toggles the display of the image description.

Event - Tiles List

Shows the images of an event in a Pinterest like layout.

Basic Options

¥ Event : the event you want to display

Advanced Options

¥ Show EXIF  If EXIF information for an image are available this toggle switches them on or off.

¥ Show date  You can toggle the appearance of the date for the events show within this menu item

¥ Use paging  Defines if a paging bar is displayed for a list of images.

¥ Show Filename  Defines if we show the filename of the current image to make potential
customers aware of. The filename of the current image will appear together with the image title
and caption. This even works for the light box.

¥ Show Image Title  Toggles the display of the image title.

¥ Show Image Caption  Toggles the display of the image description.

Event - Squares

Shows all images of an event as square sized thumbnails.

Basic Options
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¥ Event : the event you want to display

Advanced Options

¥ Show EXIF  If EXIF information for an image are available this toggle switches them on or off.

¥ Show date  You can toggle the appearance of the date for the events show within this menu item

¥ Use paging  Defines if a paging bar is displayed for a list of images.

¥ Show Filename  Defines if we show the filename of the current image to make potential
customers aware of. The filename of the current image will appear together with the image title
and caption. This even works for the light box.

¥ Show Image Title  Toggles the display of the image title.

¥ Show Image Caption  Toggles the display of the image description.

Events - List

Displays a list of events.

Event

¥ Event Layout  defines how to display the images of an event.

Events

¥ Layout  defines which layout to use for an event. You can configure the appearance of the event
page with the options described above.

¥ Intro Text  defines a text for the events page. Usually displayed on top of the page.

¥ Tags defines which tag an event need to get displayed on this list of events.

¥ Category  shows only events from this category

¥ Sort By  defines the direction and the attribute which is used the sort the events.

¥ Max events per Page  How many events should we show per page until the paging bar will
appear.

¥ Show EXIF  If EXIF information for an image are available this toggle switches them on or off.

¥ Show event text  Defines to show the text for an event on the event list.

¥ Show date  You can toggle the appearance of the date for the events show within this menu item

¥ Use paging  Defines if a paging bar is displayed for a list of images.

¥ Show Filename  Defines if we show the filename of the current image to make potential
customers aware of. The filename of the current image will appear together with the image title
and caption. This even works for the light box.

¥ Show image count  Defines to display the overall number of images for an event on the events
list

¥ show hits  Enables the display of the number of hits an event received. Please note that hits can
only be counted if caching is disabled. If you have an event which uses paging each page is
counted as a hit.

¥ Show image caption overlay  Defines if the image title and caption is displayed on an image.
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This setting affects only the pageable list and the image list.

¥ Use Password Image for Event  Show a dummy image instead of the main image in a list of
events if the folder is password protected. Once the user entered the right password this image
will be replaced with the events main image.

¥ Show back button  If enabled the event pages will have a back link in case the parent menu
item shows a list of events. ItÕs still better to use Joomla! Bread crumb mobile if you want to
create some kind of navigation help. This is especially true if you use the categories view. The
back link will always point to the main menu item.

Figure 8. Create a new menu item

3.4. How to use Tags
This gallery component supports just a flat list of folders. If you need a navigation tree youÕre out of
luck. But you can achieve a tree structure using tags and Joomla menu items. Create a menu
structure which represents the structure you would like to have. Each menu item might link to the
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view of the event gallery you need. This is simple if you link directly to an event. If you want to
have a different list you can use tags to separate the lists.

Example for such a structure:

¥ Event1 " Tags = nature

¥ Event2 " Tags = nature

¥ Event3 " Tags = architecture

¥ Event4 " Tags = people, men

¥ Event4 " Tags = people, men

¥ Event5 " Tags = people, women

¥ Event6 " Tags = people, children

You can arrange the events within the following menu structure:

¥ Menu Item 1 " Event List with tag "nature"

¥ Menu Item 2 " Event List with tag "architecture"

¥ Menu Item 3 " Event List with tag "people"

! Menu Item 4 " Event List with tag "men"

! Menu Item 5 " Event List with tag "women"

! Menu Item 6 " Event List with tag "children"

3.5. Manage Events
You can manage your events here. Aside of creating a new event, you can set an event
offline/online, upload files, open the file list and open the edit view. In addition, there are several
more buttons in the toolbar:

¥ Options

¥ Sync Database

¥ Clear Cache

For details check the overview section.
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Figure 9. Events Page

3.5.1. Edit Event

The view lets you edit the details of an event. An event is always based on some kind of file
structure. Because of this youÕll have to deal with the term Folder.

Use the Save as Copy button to create a copy of the current event. Make sure you specify a different
image source. It is not allowed to use a source twice. Images are not involved in the copy process.

¥ Image Source

Specify which image source you want to use for this Event.

¥ Local Images / Amazon S3

Specify the folder name. DonÕt use special characters or slashes. A good example id '2022-05-
20_birthday'. You donÕt need to care about the folder structure, so no parent directories are
needed here. Again: no slashes are allowed. Create the Event, then you can upload images.

¥ Flickr Photo Set

If you want to show a Flickr Photoset you can enter the ID of this PhotoSet here. You can search
for that ID manually or use the Album button after selecting a Flickr account. If there is no
Flickr account, please create one in Event Gallery. This allows easy access on the one side and
access to private Flickr images on the other side.

¥ Google Photos

Use the album selector button to select the album you want to use. It will fill the album field

33



with a long string which is the reference to the album.

¥ User Groups

Defines a set of user groups. If a user wants to see an event he needs to be part of one of the
defined user groups. Otherwise, heÕll get a login page or an access-denied-screen.

¥ Password

Set a password for each folder if you want to protect it somehow. If a user tries to access such a
folder he needs to enter a password. If you want to send out links to a password-protected
folder you can add this password directly to the link and nobody needs to be bothered by a
password page.

¥ Password Hint

Provide a hint for the user to guess or get the password. Use this to let your visitors guess the
password without having to know it.

¥ Tags

A comma separated list of tags you want the event to have.

¥ Date

This date is shown in the front end for this event.

¥ Title

This description is shown in the front end as the events name.

¥ Published

Is this event visible in the front end?

¥ Start Publishing

Defines when this Event would become visible in the frontend. Still, you need to publish it.

¥ End Publishing

Sets the time at which this Event should disappear in the frontend. Still, you need to publish the
Event.

¥ Cartable

Defines if users can add images from this folder to the cart. Useful if you want to display image
where it makes no sense for getting requests for.

¥ Image Set

If you want to sell images from this event you need to select the image set you want to use.
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¥ Watermark

Sometimes one would like to brand his images. If you defined at least one watermark, you can
select it here. All images of this event will be marked using this watermark configuration. If a
default published watermark exists this one is used to watermark images of this event.

¥ Text

You can add additional text to an event. This text is usually shown above the thumbnails in the
front end.

¥ Sorting

While this tab is visible for all types of events it effects local events only. Use it to define how
you want to sort the images of this event. If you chose the global sorting values you can control
your file ordering using the components options.

¥ Others

Use this tab to control more settings for this event like the options for social sharing.
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Figure 10. Create Event

3.5.2. Sorting Events

Sorting of the elements in this list is a bit tricky. By default, the items are sorted by the ordering
number descending in the front end. If you want to have your item on top of the list, assign it the
highest number. All items with a number of 0 will behave strangely until you enter a number
greater than 0 and click the save button which is located in the header of the sorting row. Once all
events have an ordering number you can use the up/down arrows or drag and drop to sort them
further. New events will end up with the highest ordering number + 1.
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!

Figure 11. Save Sorting Button

If you change a number in the ordering field a button will appear on top of the
column. You can change multiple values and hit this button afterwards. This will
persist your changes.

Make sure you donÕt miss the configuration options for the sorting in the global options and the
menu item specific configuration panel.

3.5.3. Manage Files

Once you created your event and uploaded some photos you may want to manage those files. Here
is the right place for it. On this page you can sort, delete and modify the status of an image.

The options in this page are only available for images you manage yourself. Images on Google
Photos or Flickr are managed remotely. There is a regular sync with those services to import the
latest data.

¥ published

Defines if this image appears in the front end.

¥ main image

Should this image be used for the overview page in the front end? Multiple selections are
possible, the image with the highest ranking will win.

¥ show in image list

Sometimes you want show an image on the overview page but not in the actual image list. With
this option you can hide the image on the list. ItÕll only appear on the overview page if it is
defined as a main image.

The status of an photo can be changed by the button in the status column. By using the check boxes
and the buttons in the toolbar you can perform an operation for multiple photos.
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Figure 12. Event Page

File Details

You can manage details for each local image on the file detail page.

Title

¥ Title

The title for your image

¥ Caption

The description for the image

¥ Creation Date

You can sort your images by this value. ItÕs read from the IPTC creation date field of the image.
The format is simply YYYYMMDDHHmmSS like 20160131105500.

¥ URL

The url for the image. It depends on the layout you use if this value is used or not. If it is uses a
click on the image will redirect the user to the url you specified.

¥ Image Type Set

Use this to sell this image with a different set of options and prices. If no value is set there,
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prices and formats (aka image types) are derived from the Event.

3.5.4. Sorting Files

By default, the ordering of files is by ordering number descending and file name ascending. New
files will always get a ordering number of 0. By assigning a number greater than 0 you can move
individual image up. Usually one would name the image files like one would like to have them
ordered in the front end and sorts special images on top of the list.

In the components options and for an individual local even you can define which column is used to
sort the files in addition. This sort attribute is applied before the other sort attributes mentioned
above. You can find the configuration in the Events - List tab in the components options.

!
The fields for entering ordering numbers for files will disappear if the event is
sorted by anything else than the ordering column. Files appear in the same
ordering as they would appear in the front end.

Shuffle Images

This option allows to display the images of an event in random order. You can switch it on in the
components options (tab Events - List) or directly for an event using the sorting tab. Keep in mind
that this option gets only active if the layout you use does not have a pagination bar. Random order
and paging does not make much sense. Also, it only affects the main component. Modules and
plugins do not react on this setting.

3.6. Configuration options
There are a few things globally manageable. Here is a list of things you can do.

3.6.1. General

Figure 13. General Configuration options

¥ Notification User Group

This user group is used to send notification about orders to. All users in this group which can
receive system mails will get a mail upon an event.

¥ Default User Group
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You can force the people to login before they can see your images. This field provides a set of
default user groups which are used if an event does not define its own.

¥ Show User Group Specific Events in List

Defines if you want to hide user group specific event in lists of events. They do still not appear
in modules. Show them to make users aware that there is something they need to log in for.

¥ Download Log

Enables a log which contains who downloaded which images.

¥ Default Event-Type

Use this option to preselect the folder-type/Event-type when creating a new Event. This will
avoid selecting the same event type over and over again.

¥ Load responsive CSS

This option turns on the loading of an elementary responsive CSS file. I recommend turning off
this option and add your own styles which match your templates responsive breakpoints. Please
have a look at the FAQ section for example code.

Depending on the template youÕre using, select the fluid or the static CSS. The static CSS is
helpful if your template restricts the maximum width of the page. On the other hand, allows the
fluid CSS to support the full browser width without having too large images.

¥ Use Caching

If you enable this some views of the component will use caching. This does not influence
module caching. They have their own cache configuration. Please have a look at the caching
section in this manual for details.

3.6.2. Image

Figure 14. Image Configuration options
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¥ Use Rendering Fallback

On some servers the execution of script is not allowed in subfolders. The execution is necessary
since images are delivered by a script, and we donÕt want to run the whole joomla framework
for every request. If you encounter issues with images that do not appear, you can use the
fallback to use index.php for image delivering.

"
This is slow and should be not your long term solution. Contact your provider to
make sure php scripts can be executed in component folders. At least this would
be great for the following script: components/com_eventgallery/helpers/image.php .

¥ Image Quality

Defines the output quality of every generated image. Default is 85% which is pretty good. Lower
values will result in lower quality. More is usually not necessary.

¥ Use Sharpening

Enables or disables the sharping functionality. If image sharping is enabled it uses the matrix
defined below.

¥ Sharp Original

If the image is delivered to the browser in the same size of the uploaded file you can disable
sharpening here. By default, images uploaded smaller than 1440px will be affected by this
setting. For all other images smaller thumbnails are delivered and this setting does not apply.

¥ Sharpen Matrix

You can define a matrix which is used to sharpen the generated images. The default matrix is
[[-1,-1,-1],[-1,16,-1],[-1,-1,-1]]  and it will do a good job. In case you want to have blurry or
even sharper images this is the configuration parameter youÕll have to touch. Please find the
possible values here:  https://php.net/manual/en/function.imageconvolution.php  . In case you
have no clue what this is about, donÕt touch it. After a change delete the cache otherwise you
will see no result.

A matrix like [[0,-1,0],[-1,15,-1],[0,-1,0]]  should give you some less aggressive sharpening.

¥ Use auto rotate

If the image contains EXIF information about the orientation this information is used to rotate
the image. This feature is useful if you upload images directly from the camera. DonÕt forget to
clear the cache and sync the database if you change this option.

¥ Use IPTC data

This option is enabled by default. If you add images to Event Gallery which contain IPTC data,
some fields are populated automatically. If you donÕt want this feature set this option to No.

¥ Overwrite with IPTC data
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If set to Yes the caption and title field for an image in the database is overwritten with the IPTC
data of the image file. Otherwise, IPTC data is only used to set the fields initially. If you
overwrite data youÕll lose localized content in those fields too.

¥ Show Filename

Defines if we show the filename of the current image to make potential customers aware of. The
filename of the current image will appear together with the image title and caption. This even
works for the light box.

¥ Protect Images

If set to Yes the system will create a .htaccess file for local files which prevent direct access to
the uploaded images. If you disable this configuration options you need to remove the existing
.htaccess files yourself. You need to delete the .htaccess files in the image folders as well as the
one in the image root folder. If you enable this option please use the [""Sync Database""]
afterwards which will create the .htaccess files. Please note that this will only work on systems
which support .htaccess files.

¥ Use Lazy Loading

Lazy Loading is the deferred loading of images. Only images which scroll into the browser view
are displayed. You can turn this option off if your template does not support this behavior.
Usually you would not see images in the lower part of the page. By setting this option to No, all
images are loaded at once.

¥ Use watermarks for main images

Main images are images which are marked to be the preview images of events. For those images
you might not want to show watermarks. This options allows to disable watermarks for them.

¥ Do resize images while uploading

If you want to save storage or speed up the thumbnail generation process, you can resize
images directly after the upload. The resized image will be your original image.

¥ Resize Size in px

Define how large/small the resized uploaded image should be. Recommendation: 2000px.

¥ Use precalculated thumbs for local images

This option switches between dynamic thumbnail generation and static file delivery. You can
precalculate the thumbnails using the image generator (see the sync database page). If you donÕt
do this, youÕll not see any images. For most servers, that option can stay off.

!
If you switch to pregenerated images, you need to delete .htaccess files manually to
see thumbnails. Otherwise, your webserver will not deliver thumbnails directly
because the direct access to any image file is prevented by Event Gallery.
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3.6.3. Cart

Figure 15. Cart Configuration options

¥ use cart

Defines if the cart functionality is visible in the front end.

¥ Show components cart

The component can display the current cart above each site. If you use the cart module you can
disable the internal cart.

¥ Sticky Image Format Selection

If set to yes the order images button disappears on an event page and the image type selection is
displayed instead. Use this if you want to show the available formats and the add2cart buttons
on every page automatically.

¥ show external cart link

Defines if we show a link for each image which can direct the user to a product detail page. This
will cause conflicts with the internal cart buttons so you should disable to internal cart feature
or do some css magic to align both buttons in the right way.

¥ external cart link

Defines a pattern for an external link. You can use the following placeholder: ${folder} , ${file} ,
${fileBase} , ${categoryId} , ${categorySlug} , and ${categoryTitle}  like this: https://www.foo.bar?
category=${folder}&sku=${fileBase}

¥ external cart link rel

Defines the rel attribute of this link. By default this is nofollow so the search engine crawlers
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will not follow your external cart links.

3.6.4. Checkout

Figure 16. Checkout Configuration options

¥ Currency Symbol

The currency symbol you want to show in your store.

¥ Currency Code

The three letter currency code. Entering a wrong value here might cause issues with services
like PayPal. While all money values allow to enter a separate currency the value configured in
this field is used for now. So donÕt get confused.

¥ Show T&C check box

If set to yes the order submission requires the customer to set the T&C check box.
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¥ Show VAT

If set to yes the included tax amount will be displayed in the order summary.

¥ Newsletter Opt-In

This option adds a checkbox to the order review page during checkout. It can be used to collect
consent for newsletter subscriptions. Alternatively, you can repurpose its functionality by
modifying the translation of the localization key. The value selected by the customer is saved in
the database and displayed both in the order list and the order details within the backend.

¥ Show State field

Use this configuration option to define if we show the state drop down in an address form.

¥ Show Country field

Use this configuration option to define if we show the country drop down in an address form.

¥ Country preselection

Defines the country which is selected by default in the country drop down during the checkout.
You need to use the two character country code here. Example: DE, US, GB. You can enter only
one value here.

¥ Address Format

There are different ways to render an address. This change has no influence on the email
templates. They use the default layout. Please use the email templates configuration in the Event
Gallery backend if you need to change that..

Default Format

Name
Street address
Zip, City
State
Country

US Format

Name
Street Address or PO Box
City, State, Zip
Country

¥ Allow Business Customers

Defines if the billing form shows the fields for company name and tax id.
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¥ Use login form

You can show a login form on the address page in the checkout to allow users to login and bind
their order to their account.

¥ Use user address data

Defines if we use the stored address data at a user object. If set to no a user always has to enter
his address not matter if there is already a saved address for his account.

¥ Callback URL

If youÕre running in a shared host environment you might get into some trouble using https
callbacks. Use this configuration option to force the protocol for callback URLs. Make sure your
apache rewrite rules donÕt screw this up. The default option is 'keep' which will use the protocol
the customer used to visit your site.

¥ Disclaimer

The disclaimer of your store. It is displayed during the checkout and in the order confirmation
mail. If this field is empty, the default text kicks in.

¥ Address

You merchant address data

¥ Footer Disclaimer

If you want to display a message on every page which is produced by the component enter it
here.

¥ Privacy Policy

A simple link to the privacy policy page.

¥ Terms and Conditions

A simple link to the terms & conditions page.

¥ Legal Notes

A simple link to the legal notes page.

¥ Show Image Title

In the cart usually only the thumbnail is visible for a line item. It might help your customers, if
you show more details like the image title. Please note that the title of an image will not change
if you edit the file. A line item is immutable.

¥ Show Image Caption

Same as the option above but show the caption of an image.
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¥ Show File Name

You can hide the file name on the checkout and order pages. This makes sense for Google Photos
and Flickr. They use random characters and numbers which do not bring much benefit to the
customer to identify an image.

3.6.5. Social Sharing

Figure 17. Social Configuration options

¥ show social sharing button

You can enable your visitors to post links to images in social media. In addition you can enable
different sharing options with the dedicated buttons for each service.

¥ Link Type

By default a link to the image is shared if you share an image. With this configuration option
you can share the link to the event instead. Be aware that most social networks will search the
link you share for a thumbnail image and might not find one. If you want to use the shared
image but want to redirect the user to the event use the redirect option.

¥ "Share Article Links

If an images is shown within an article, you can configure which link is shared. This option lets
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people share the link to the article and makes you a little more independent of the main Event
Gallery component. Please note that this option if only available if you donÕt want to share a
link to an event (see option above).

¥ Image Reporting

If you host images from public events, people might want their photo deleted. By enabling this
new social sharing option, your visitors can open a form to leave you a message. It might
contain a delete request or something else. By using different values for the localization keys,
you can use this feature for other things like requesting feedback for an image from your client.

¥ Use Original Files

Defines if we use original images for download and social media. If set to Yes users can
download and share the original files. If set to NO users can only share resized and
watermarked images like they are used in the front end.

Figure 18. Download Options for a file

¥ Original File Access

If you allow downloading of original files, you can restrict the access to a number of user
groups. Those groups can be overridden at the event settings. If you allow only downloads of
original files, you can configure a redirect URL. Users without access to the downloads will be
redirected to this URL. This might help you to sell your product or subscription.

"
Sharing is only possible if you donÕt protect the access to images. If Facebook and
others canÕt crawl a page, you canÕt share it. Unfortunately they see not what you
see if you logged in or entered a password.

3.6.6. Categories

¥ Recursive items count

If we display the number of items per category should we show it including the items of the
subcategories? If you have a category tree and want to count the events you assigned to the
subcategories set this option to Yes.

¥ Recursive items
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If we show the events for a category should we show the events for the subcategories too?
Normally a list of events for a category shows only the events assigned to the current category.
By setting this option to Yes you can show the events assigned to the subcategories too.

¥ Category List Layout

Defines the layout we can use for a list of categories.

¥ Show the subcategories headline

Use this to show the subcategories headline on category pages. You can also translate the term
subcategories to show something else. The Joomla Language Manager will help here.

¥ Show Events per Category

Show the number of assigned events for a category.

¥ Breakpoint Editor

The size of thumbnails, and with that the number of items per row, is set via CSS and depends
on the width of the browser window. To avoid adding custom CSS, you can use this editor. Add
as many breakpoints as you like. Each breakpoint will define how many items you want to have
per line. The width defines the minimum width the browser windows needs to have in order to
apply the number of items. It the editor has no breakpoints, the default CSS will kick in.

Width Items per row

1 1

900 3

1200 5

This example will stretch the thumbnails to 100% of the available width if the browser window
is larger than 1px. If the window grows over 900px, thumbnails will use 33% width, resulting in
3 items per row. If the window is larger than 1200px, 5 items will appear per line.

Use the green/red buttons to add new breakpoints or delete them. DonÕt forget to click the add-
button to add a new breakpoint so it gets added to the list. Then save the configuration.

3.6.7. Lightbox

This tab offers configuration options for the lightbox. Some of them can be overridden by a menu
item configuration.

¥ Hide Nav Delay

Defines the delay in milliseconds until the navigation and information elements in the lightbox
fade out. A value of 0 will use the default configuration of the lightbox.

¥ Enable Slidehow

The lightbox offers a slideshow feature. Use this option to enable this feature. Keep in mind that
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the slideshow depends on the number of images on the page and is not available for all layouts
and places.

¥ Autoplay

Defines if the slideshow starts automatically once the lightbox opens.

¥ Delay

Defines the speed of the slideshow. Values are in milliseconds.

3.6.8. Event and Events

Those sections allow to define global settings for how an event or a list of events appear. For details
please check the menu item section. The available options are described there in detail. You can
find exceptions below.

¥ Sort Files by

Defines an attribute by which the files are sorted.

¥ Sort File direction

Defines the direction for the sort attributes selected in the drop down above.

¥ Breakpoint Editor

This option is available for some layout types only. The size of thumbnails, and with that the
number of items per row, is set via CSS and depends on the width of the browser window. To
avoid adding custom CSS, you can use this editor. Add as many breakpoints as you like. Each
breakpoint will define how many items you want to have per line. The width defines the
minimum width the browser windows needs to have in order to apply the number of items. It
the editor has no breakpoints, the default CSS will kick in.

Width Items per row

1 1

900 3

1200 5

This example will stretch the thumbnails to 100% of the available width if the browser window
is larger than 1px. If the window grows over 900px, thumbnails will use 33% width, resulting in
3 items per row. If the window is larger than 1200px, 5 items will appear per line.

Use the green/red buttons to add new breakpoints or delete them. DonÕt forget to click the add-
button to add a new breakpoint so it gets added to the list. Then save the configuration.

Layout options for lists of events:

50



Figure 19. Layout options for lists of events

¥ Max images per page  How many images should we show per page until the paging bar will
appear.

Layout options for events:
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Figure 20. Layout options for events

3.6.9. Storage

This tab offers configuration options for the storages Event Gallery can use.

Sync

Depending on your server, you want to tune the parallel requests and the batch size for syncing the
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database and creating thumbnails.

¥ Sync Database

! Batch Size

If you use the sync database process in a browser, Event Gallery will sync all files to check
for metadata. This happens by sending a sync request for the file to the server. This option
allows to configure, how many files a single request can sync at once. If you encounter
errors during the file sync, you should try to decrease that number since your server might
be too slow. Default is 25.

! Parallel Requests

You can speed up the processing by executing multiple requests in parallel. Your browser
support mostly up to 4 requests in parallel. DonÕt use more, this will only block your
browser. For slower servers, reduce this number to 1.

¥ Thumbnail Generator

! Batch Size

Per default, 5 images are processed with a single request. If you have a fast server, you can
increase this value to minimize the time waste for creating a new request. On slower
servers, decrease the value to reduce the server load.

! Parallel Requests

You can speed up the processing by executing multiple requests in parallel. Your browser
support mostly up to 4 requests in parallel. DonÕt use more, this will only block your
browser. For slower servers, reduce this number to 1.

Amazon S3 Configuration

¥ S3Endpoint

This should be empty if you use AWS S3. But if you want to use services like Wasabi which use a
different endpoint, add it here. If this value is empty, s3.amazonaws.com is the endpoint which
will be used to communicate with the S3 buckets and to create links to thumbnails.

¥ S3 Region

Defines the region in which you stored your buckets. Example: us-west-2

¥ S3 Key

The first part of your Amazon credentials.

¥ S3 Secret

The second part of your Amazon credentials.

¥ S3 bucket
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The name of the bucket you stored your original image files in. The bucket need in the region
specified above.

¥ S3 bucket thumbnails

The name of the bucket you want to use for the generated thumbnails. Make sure the bucket
name does not contain dots. The bucket need in the region specified above.

¥ Cloudfront Domain

Specify the domain you use to route the files through Cloudfront. Example:
d3edkjshfosdl.cloudfront.net.

3.7. Manage Categories
Categories for event gallery work exactly like they work for Joomla articles, weblinks or contacts.
You can create your own hierarchy and use this hierarchy in the front end. You can use a category
to filter events for a list in the front end. In addition you can create a menu item in combination
with the Categories view to let your visitors browse through your hierarchy.

Categories are NOT  physical sub folders in any way. They are just there to provide the option for
creating a browseable hierarchy in the front end.

Localization of categories is possible too. There is an Event Gallery tab for a category where you can
enter the title and description in multiple languages. If you use those fields the normal title and
description is no longer used so donÕt get confused.

3.8. Download Log
If you want to know who downloads your images, you can enable the download log in the
components options. A download happens if people click the download button which is part of the
social sharing button group or download their purchase. If people are logged in, the Joomla-user is
tracked.

The Export-button allows to export the data you have on your screen as a CSV file.

3.9. Manage Messages
Messages are simple text messages for images. Right now they are used to collect complaints. Once
you receive one, it gets listed here. To enable the reporting button in the frontend, you need to
enable the social sharing and the reporting icon both at the components options and for each event.
By default this option is enabled for each event.

The featureset on this page is pretty limited. If you use messages and you need more features,
please let me know.
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3.10. Manage Watermarks
If you want to brand images of event with a watermark you can define a number of different
watermark configurations here. Once you created at least one here you can use them for an event.
Check the event section for details.

!
Keep in mind watermarks only apply to local images and AWS S3 images. They do
NOT work for images coming from Flickr or Google Photos. ThatÕs actually
impossible since those images are delivered directly from remote servers.

Only for sold images you can apply watermarks to images hosted by Google Photos and Flickr.

!
Thumbnails are always cached. Make sure you clear both the server and the
browser cache to see the changes you made. There can be a default watermark. A
default watermark is used if no other watermark is defined or the defined
watermark for an event is offline.

If you save a watermark configuration youÕll find a preview on top which shows how a watermark
would look like if itÕs applied to an image.

Here are the options you have to set up your watermark:

¥ Name

The name of this watermark configuration. This is just an information for you.

¥ Description

The description of an watermark. Here you can add some notes to yourself. ItÕs not used while
rendering a watermark.

¥ Image

The image which is used as watermark.

¥ Margin Horizontal

Defines the horizontal margin of the watermark. This setting is relative to the image size.

¥ Margin Vertical

Defines the vertical margin of the watermark. This setting is relative to the image size.

¥ Opacity

Defines the opacity of the watermark. 0 will make the watermark invisible.

¥ Position

Where should we place the watermark image.
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¥ Mode

Choose how the watermark image should be rendered on the image. Fill means the watermark
is just copied on the image. Fit will fit the watermark to 100% of the width of the image. The
proportional setting allows a little bit more adjustments of the size of the watermark.

¥ Proportional

If you select the proportional mode you can use this parameter to adjust the size of the
watermark on the image. 100 means to fill 100% of the width.

¥ Threshold

You can define the maximum size for thumbnails before they get a watermark. This way small
thumbs can be delivered without watermarks while the larger ones get a watermark.

¥ Published

Is this watermark visible in the front end? Only published watermark configurations are
applied in the front end rendering process. If you assign a unpublished watermark to an event
the images will not be watermarked.

3.11. Manage Google Photos Accounts
To access any album from Google Photos, you need to create a Google API project. For details see
the Google Photos section in the manual. Google Photos - API

Here are the options you have to set up your Google Photos Account:

¥ Name

The name of this Google Photos Account. This is just an information for you.

¥ Description

The description of an Google Photos Account. Here you can add some notes to yourself.

¥ Client ID

Part of the credentials you need to get from Google.

¥ Secret

Part of the credentials you need to get from Google.

¥ Refresh Token

While the Client ID and the Secret just identify the Google API Project, the refresh token
identifies a specific Google Account which uses this API project. Whenever you change the
Project credentials, you need to refresh this token after you saved the new credentials.

56



3.12. Manage Email Templates
Email templates allow to format the mail send by the system. To give you as much flexibility as
possible the template engine Smarty  is used. Just check the https://www.smarty.net/documentation
for the template syntax. ItÕs possible to define separate email templates for every language. If not
template for a purpose is defined, the default one is used. Please notice that the default templates
are available in English only. You need to define language specific templates of you need them.

You donÕt need to fill the subject and the body if you create a new mail template. If an empty field is
encountered the default value is used. This should help you getting started.

!
Since you can actually code those templates you might create errors too. Always
test your templates. DonÕt forget to use the Send test mail button. Reset your email
template with the Load Default button. DonÕt forget to save afterwards.
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Figure 21. Create an email template
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¥ Language

Defines the language this email template is valid for.

¥ Published

Is this email template available?

¥ Purpose

For which action should we use this template?

¥ Subject

Defines the subject of the email.

¥ Body

Defines the body of the email.

¥ Attachments

If you want to attach PDF files like the disclaimer or other documents you can select them here.
Those files need to be stores in the /images folder of your Joomla! installation. If you want to
remove your selection select the NONE entry.

3.13. Sync folders and images (Google Photos, Flickr,
Local, Amazon S3)
If you use images from Google Photos or Flickr, you donÕt need to worry about manual
synchronization. Depended on the configured cache period they are updated automatically. That
does not work for local files.

For local files you can use the Joomla! command line interface (aka CLI). You can create a CRON job
to sync the database. No need to trigger the synchronization from the back end manually. Just run `
cli/eventgallery-sync.php ` from the command line. Please keep in mind that new folders are
marked as unpublished. If you choose a folder name which contains the date in the format YYYY-MM-
DD like 2015-12-31, it will be automatically used as the events data and removed from the display
name. In addition underscores will be transformed into space characters to fill the display name.

If you want to start the sync manually you need to use the ["Clear Cache"]  button. Remove the
caches for Google Photos and Flickr images to force a reload. Use the ["Sync Database"]  button to
start a synchronization of local and Amazon S3 files and folders.

Please do also have a look at the documentation for the Sync Database process .

3.14. Amazon S3
Basically Amazon S3 files behave like local files. There is just on important difference. While
thumbnails for local files are generated on demand, we need to calculate the thumbnails for images
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stored in an Amazon S3 bucked ahead. For this, we use two buckets. One bucket contains the
original files. The folder and file structure is the same like for local files. No nesting is supported.
Place a folder in the bucket and upload your images in there. Example: event1/myimage.jpg. The
second bucket is used to store the generated thumbnails. Browsers will have access there to load
the images. You just need to create the bucket, everything else is handled by Event Gallery. Make
sure youÕre using the same region for both buckets.

Once you uploaded your images to Amazon S3 and configured your buckets in the components
options  you need to let the database know about your new files. Use the Sync Database button and
sync your folders to start the sync process. Once the new files appeared hit the ["Sync Files"]  button
to read in the necessary data. Check the Sync Database process  documentation on how to generate
thumbnails. You can upload files using Event Gallery, too.

Always keep in mind that reading and writing to an Amazon S3 bucket is not free. You have to pay
for each request. So donÕt perform a sync or a thumbnail creation if it is not necessary.

!
If you encounter any errors, increase your error reporting level. The thumbnail
generator will output error messages which might help with invalid Amazon S3
credentials.

Technical Details

The table #__eventgallery_file  has two new fields: s3_etag and s3_etag_thumbnails. The field
s3_etag contains the s3 hash of the orignal file. It is used to detect image changes. The field
s3_etag_thumbnails contains a JSON object. It stores the thumbnail sizes and the hash values of
each thumbnail. While creating the thumbnails this data is used to detect thumbnail changes. Once
a change of the original file is detected, the field s3_etag_thumbnails is cleared. The next thumbnail
creation run will find those thumbnails as missing and will recreate them. Make sure you uncheck
the ["Refresh thumbnail hashes"]  checkbox. Otherwise the s3_etag_thumbnails field will be
populated with the hash values of existing thumbnails.
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Figure 22. Thumbnail Creator

Quick Steps to set up AWS S3 for Event Gallery

¥ Create two buckets in the region you like. One will contain the original files, the other the
resized thumbnails.

¥ Change permissions for the bucket with the resized images to public.

¥ Create a new user in IAM. This will help to restrict access to the buckets only

¥ Create a new policy. You can use the JSON example below. Just replace the names of the buckets.

¥ Assign the policy to the user

¥ Configure Event Gallery with the user data, region and bucket information.

¥ Upload your images in a simple folder structure. No nesting! folder/image.jpg

¥ Use the Sync Database process to detect the new files

¥ Run the thumbnail creator to generate the thumbnails

Access Policy

You need to specify credentials so Event Gallery can access the S3 buckets you created. The
following policy allows to read and write from/in those buckets. You just need to change the name
of those buckets to the ones you created.

{
Ê   "Version": "2012-10-17",
Ê   "Statement": [
Ê       {
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Ê           "Effect": "Allow",
Ê           "Action": [
Ê               "s3:ListBucket"
Ê           ],
Ê           "Resource": [
Ê               "arn:aws:s3:::eventgallery-images-test-original",
Ê               "arn:aws:s3:::eventgallery-images-test-resized"
Ê           ]
Ê       },
Ê       {
Ê           "Effect": "Allow",
Ê           "Action": [
Ê               "s3:PutObject",
Ê               "s3:PutObjectAcl",
Ê               "s3:GetObject",
Ê               "s3:DeleteObject"
Ê           ],
Ê           "Resource": [
Ê               "arn:aws:s3:::eventgallery-images-test-original/*",
Ê               "arn:aws:s3:::eventgallery-images-test-resized/*"
Ê           ]
Ê       }
Ê   ]
}

Extended steps to set up Event Gallery for AWS S3

Log into the AWS console and switch to the S3 overview page. There, you need to create two new
buckets.

Figure 23. Create the bucket for the original files
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Figure 24. Create the bucket for the calculated thumbnails

Figure 25. Two new buckets are created

Once you have the two buckets, you need to change the permissions on the thumbnail/resized
bucket. It needs to be public accessible.

Allow ACL for the both buckets

By default, items in this bucket are not accessible. When Event Gallery creates thumbnails or
uploads files, it sets the ACL to make the files/thumbnails public. The buckets need to support this.
Allowing the usage of an ACL helps here.
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Figure 26. Change bucket permission for the thumbnail bucket
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Figure 27. Allow pulic access to the thumbnails bucket

Figure 28. Confirm permission change

The buckets are ready. To upload images and calculate thumbnails, you need to create a new user.
DonÕt use your AWS root credentials! For every Event Gallery installation, I recommend creating a
new IAM user. This user has only access to the S3 buckets and to nothing else. The needed
permissions are granted by an access policy. Both weÕll create in the next steps.
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Figure 29. Create a new IAM user

Figure 30. Allow programmatic access
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